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mary has occaſion d a conſiderable 
* controverſy, carried on by both his 


ſtance, that a Sermon upon that melancholly 


ſubject, tho guarded with the utmoſt cau- 


tion, and temperd with the utmoſt moderation, 


will always give offence; and that the prea- 
cher, tho ever ſo high in Station, ever fo. 
great inability, ever ſo unexceptionable i in re- 
ſpect to his principles of Liberty, can neyer _ 


ann u pon the "laſt 3 — of 7 5 


Sus.” 


Lordſhip 's Adverſaries with the moſt inte- 
perate Now and by one of them with the moſt 
abuſive language: which is a flagrant in- 


be ſecurd from the cenſure of R epublicans, „ 


and the rudeneſs of -— 


The 


The * of the 3 was hardly over 
before a report was ſpread, that the Biſhop of 
Chicheſter had preach'd a Scandalous and 
 Hillaineus Sermon, at St. James s. Theſe are 
hard words, and it is ſcarce decent to repeat 
them; but I repeat them to ſhew the Hpirit 
from whence they proceeded, and that there 
are among us Men of the ſume principles, and 
of the ſame temper and diſpoſition, with thoſe 
who were the agents, or inſtruments, in che 
deteſtablẽ wickednels of that Da | 

As ſoon as the Sermon appear Ni te Print, i 
drew upon his Lordſhip ſome animadverſions 
by way of Letter, ſuppos d to be written by a 
very young Gentleman whoſe name is no ſe+ 
cret. The Friends of the Author, and the 
Friends of his principles, cried it up as a Smart 
and Severe piece. Smart, indeed, it is; if by 
fmart they mean pert, for this very young 
Gentleman has taken upon him to reprove the 
| Biſhop, without any regard to the difference 
of Tears, of Station, of Ability, or any other 
Aiſtinction in Life. How dare you, my Lord! 
* This freedom of Speech, by Men who have 
no other notion of Liberty than a Licence to 

ſay and do whatever they pleaſe without re- 
. may be reckon d Smartneſs; but by 

all perſons who retain any ſenſe of order and 

Aecency, will be thought improper language 

from 1 to his Lordſhip. oy Severe, — = 
Wie, 


* See Letter, p. 22. 5 
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wile, is the Letter, if there be ay Severity in 
frong, however groundleſs, accuſations ; but 
if the moſt obvious fignification of words, and 
the plaineſt and moſt expreſs declarations, are 
allow'd to determine the meaning of any wri- 
ter, the Author of the Letter, has really been 
ſevere upon nobody but himſelf. - The Ser- 
mon I have read over ſeveral times with all 
the attention and impartiality whereof I am 
capable, and I think verily, it can give no juſt 
offence to ſuch as are Friends to the preſent. 
Government, to the eftabliſh'd Church, to 
Religion, and the Clergy. Whoever has other, 
ſentiments and other inclinations may find rea- 
ſon to be diſpleas'd ; but tis very fit that the 
true cauſe of his diſpleaſure ſhould be known. 
But tho the Sermon may be truſted to ſpeak, 
for its {elf before any ſober and unprejudicd 


Judges, it did not want an Advocate to defend 
it againſt the objections of the Letter-writer. 
In a little time there came out an excellent 
pamphlet, entitled, 4 Defence of the Biſhop. 
of Chicheſter's Sermon, in anſwer to Mr. P. 
C's Letter; written with great ſtrength and 
. perſpicuity, with candor and temper : and I. 
Will add, with openneſs and fairnefs, notwith- 
ſtanding the Lefter-writer inſinuates, that his 
Lordſhip values himſelf upon the low pride of 
being skilld in the little evaſive tricks fo. 
422 away his obvious meaning *, I ſhall. 


2 
* ste Letter to the Author of the Defence, 


take the liberty of tranſcribing a Page out of 


the 


c 


| inetits Naked in the Sermon; and . the ; 
_ difference: between his Lordſhip and his Ad- 
; verſaries concerning Government and Reli- 
gion. © But he'thinks Truth, as well as Vir- 
* tue lies in” the middle, between extremes; 
c he diſtinguiſhes between Liberty and Li- 
<6 rention neſs, and thinks nothing ſo dange- 
ros to Liberty as the abuſe pi it; he diſtin, 

guiſhes between Toleration (a legal Indul- 
e gence to tender Conſciences) and an Indif- 

&« ference about Religion 5 fince this laſt, in 
his opinion, tends to deſtroy all Religion; 
whereas the other is not only Joſt, but ne- 
ceſſary for its preſervation : He diſtinguiſnes 
between a modeſt decent Liberty, taken by 
virtuous and ſerious Men, in their Enquiries 
aſter Truth, in matters of Religion; and 
that wild, extravagant, outrageous Freedom, 
F that is daily taken, and daily defended, of 
turning all things ſacred into Contempt and 
4 Ridicule; which he apprehends is the 
greateſt miſchief that can be done to Men, 
conſidered either by themſelves, or as uni- 
| « ted in Society. Laſtly, with reſpe@ to Go- 
© vernment, he thinks there is a wide diffe- 
| rence between Slavery, and ſuch a Spirit 
& of Liberty as makes Men impatient under 
< all Authority; a Spirit that makes Men 
4 reſtleſs, turbulent and factious, and that 
never can be ſatisfied, till a Regal Govern- 
« ment, tho' ſo well conſtituted as that of this 
7 Nation is, is turned into a — — 5 He 
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te thinks the. — the Gov: og + 
depends upon keeping up t e Balance * 
« e ſeveral Parts of the Legiſlat | 
and that all Attempts: to render the rn 
« Power contemptible or odious to the People, 

« are wicked and pernicious ; and that all who- 
& promote or favour: ſuch Deſigns, -under a” 

« pretended Zeal for Liberty, and perhaps for? 
« the King too, are Enemies to their Country, 
4 and ought, by all ſerious and ſober Men, to» 
“e be ſo. eſteemed. Theſe I OO to be the 
« Biſhop's Sentiments. 9:5) 

Not ſatisfied with this defence, * Tanne 8 
writer ſoon publiſh'd a Re ply to it, in a ſecond” 

| Letter, written after the ſame ſmart manner” 

with the firſt. I have — mention d his 
Inſinuation, that the Bifhop is a dealer in con- 
troverſy, who takes a low pride in ſbuſſting” 
away his meaning; I ſhall cite an inſtance or 
two more of the ſcornful ſueer and diſdain 

with which he treats his Lordſbip and his Or- 
der. Speaking of a Bill in K. Charles Il's time, 
which he ſuppos d the Biſhop. to have in his 
thoughts, * he ſays, © if he be aſbam d to own 
— Id<4 accept his recantation ; and declare to 
« all whom it may concern, that a Right Re. 
c verend Perſon of the preſent Age, diſclaims 
«the Politicks of the whole Bench of Right 
« Reverends in thoſe days.” In another place 
he obſeryes, © that the reaſon why many Coun- 
tries can't ſhake off the Yoke of Slavery, is, 
£ 6 -thas there are certain wy Men among th 


4 Vhoſe 


* Second Letter Po 9—1 3 14. 


4 whoſe lden cnfifis In enjoying quietly 
«'2 great Revenue, and not troubling their 
heads with the intereſt of other Mortals 
«who are neither dignified nor diſtinguiſh" 4.” 2 6 
His app lication of 15 obſer vation is as ob- 
vious, as it is indecent. I ſhall make but one. 
quotation more of this Kind; * he ſpeaks to 
the Biſhop thus : © Task his Lordſhip, if he 
Hyd ina popiſh Country, where, upon pub- 
“ liſhing any proteſtant opinions, his Book and 
&« his Reverend Perſon. would both be burnt, 
„ exc.” I ſhall make no remarks upon theſe 
paſſages, but appeal to Gentlemen who have 
kept good company, and are acquainted with 
— rules of good manners, whether the young 
. behaves in a becoming manner to his 
etters; for ſuch he muſt allow the Biſhops to 
be, ſo long as the Conſtitution continues to 
them their c03/ honours, whatever low © 
nion he may entertain of the Epiſtopal Office. 
In time, perhaps, this Republican Spirit may 
grow ſtrong enough once more to dilpoſſels 
the Biſhops of their Seats in Parliament, and 
diveſt them of their Titles; but while they are 
Peers of the Realm, and make up part of the 
Eegiſlature, they may claim an external regard. 
This Gentleman has declar d, that while the 
Clergy are content with the exerciſe of their 
'q proper Functions, he and his Friends will de- 
1 _ them in all their juſt and * 1 . 5, 
5 ut 


Ny rage 7 


he was expreſſing his deteſtation of 1 he many | 


- mercy, on account of his Touth, which an old. 


n 


but * will ſcarce meet 520 eredit till tay 


can conquer, or conceal, the averſion and con- 


tempt which they expreſs. towards them upon 
all 3 Part of the ju/f and legal Rights 
due to the Biſbops, is, That deference Which 
belongs to the Rank they hold in the Society 3 

and ſuch as deny them their proper reſpect, 
will be as ready, as ſoon as occaſion offets, to 


depri ve them of cheir Power and Authority, 


The Letter- writer anſwers to an objection 
in the Defence, which was this; that while 


libellous writings in which his Majeſty's meas 


fares have been expos'd, and his Miniſters de. 
Fam d, without. either truth or decency, he 


takes no notice at all of the infults made upon 
the Eccleſiaſtical part of our Conſtitution, of 


the inſolent and infamous attempts to ruin the 


eſteem and influence of its Miniſters, nay of 


the profane treatment of our Saviour and his 


Religion; his anſwer to this is, Little did I 5 


imagine 1 ſhould ever hear the Clergy call out 


upon the Laity for aſſiſtance in thoſe diſputes. 
I really think it below my character to-uſe 


this Gentleman as ſuch diſingenuous conduct 


deſerves, but I ſhall ſhew the Fact, and leave 


him to the Judgement of the Reader; woo 


probably will be inclin d to ſhew him ſome 


offender ought not to expect. The caſe is 
thus ; 3 the Biſhop took notice that the Letter: 


_ writer 


7” 4 


| C Second Lerter, p. 23 


Cd „ tee end 


writer did not expreſs any deteſtation at the-: - 
inſults-offer'd'to the eftabliſh'd Clergy, Reli- 
gion, and our Saviour, when he was blaming + 
the Libels upon the King and his Miniftry; . 
and why did his Lordſhip take notice of this 
omiſſion ? Plainly to ſhew (from his Silence, 
where there was 1o neceſlary an occaſion to 
ſpeak) that the Author was not well affec- 
ted to them; and not to call for his help to 
anſwer ſuch infamous books. Non defenſo- 
ribus iſtis Tempus eget. But this unfair re- 
preſentation was made for the ſake of what 
follows; Let them enjoy their large poſſeſ= 
frons, let them even — them every. 
day; but let them labour alittle for all this: 
and one weighty reaſon why I am againſt 
Clergymen being Miniſters of State is, that 
they may have leiſure for Controverſy. The 
Gentleman need not have gone ſo far out of 
his way to ſhew how much he grudges the 
Clergy their Revenue and Intereſt; for we 
might have ſuppos d it without any breach of 
Charity. | 
Concerning the Liberty of the Preſs, the 
Letter-writer has only made ſome Reflec- 
tions, * that anſwer no other purpoſe, be- 
ſides indulging an inclination to make free 
with his Lordſhip, and to throw as much o-— 
dium as he can upon the Clergy ; but does not 
enter at all into the merits of the Argument. 
The Biſhop's opinion, as ſtated in the Defence; 
„ | ſtands 
* Second L. p. 26, 27, 


| ver Oh himſelf 9 5 for 4 contention 
 abtus the literal Senſe: of WorDs,.or a wran- 
gle upon the ORDER an CONSTRUCTION: of a 
Paſfage, expreſſing great contempt for a Fer- 
bal Cretzck;, but if he had applied himſelf x 
little longer to the Study of Mords, till he 
had acquir d a more competent Knowledge of 
things, he might witſi more decency, at leaſt, 
if not with any better Gucceſs, have eee N 
witho a Mriter ſo eminent and ab le, upon 
oints of ſd nice and difficult a natute. 
In the ninth page of the Sermon, the Bi. 
ſhop, obſerves how. difficelt-it-is to determine 
what ſorm is beſt, upon the whole; for a par- 
ticular cquntry.; and this (apparently) with- 
out any other view than to diſcourage any at- 
tempts, or inclination, to make any alteration 
or change, in our own Conſtitution; tho ano- 
ther Form of Government may be thought, by 
ſome, to be better. The obſervation was 4 
natural uſe of the Text, agreeable to the Sub- 
ject of the Day, and the occaſion of making it 
very obvious. The Letter-writer is alarmd 
with an apprehenſion that his Lordſhip, con- 
trary to a long habit of thinking and writing,” 
and acting, is a Friend to Deſpotick Power. 
The Author of the Defence ſufficiently clears 
the Biſhop' $ Intentions; but, incidentally,” 
delivers it as his Opinion, that where an 26 
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folute- "More by Rad to be towed, 
ſettled, eftabliſh'd Form, wiſe- and good Men 


will acquieſce under it. The Letter-writer, 
in his remarks upon this Opinion, . asks, 


whether Oppreſſion ought tobe fupported, 2 


cauſe it is receiv'd; ſettled, and eftabliſh'd. 
It is very unhappy r this Gentleman; that 
it has not-been his Study to attend a little more 
to the literal meaning of words, for want of 
which, he uſes words of a quite different ac- 
ceptation in the ſame Senſe. It is his Opinion 
that an abſolute Monarchy i is contrary to the 
Law of Nature; and conſequently inconſiſ- 
tent with the G opel. Whether his Opinion 
be well grounded, he has not attempted to 


ſhew, neither ſhall J enquire; but I muſt in- 
ſorm him that Deſpotick Power, and Tyranny, 


an abſolute Monarchy, and Oppreſſion, tho he 
uſes them promiſtuouſſy, carry diſtinct Ideas. 
Power is one thing, and the Abuſe of it is 
another. Power, in the abſtract Idea of it, 
does not imply Tyranny or Oppreſſion-; - con- 
ſequently a King cannot be ſaid to be tyran- 
nical or oppreſſive, purely becauſe his Power is 
abſolute, and his Will a Law to his N 


he then only becomes a Tyrant and an 
preſſor when he abuſes his power, which was 


intended for their Good, to their deſtruction 


and miſery, The greater the power, pro- 
vided we could be ſecure that the poſſeſſor 


would make a w/e and good ule of it, the bet- _ 
ET: ter 
Second Letter, p. 11 


i (AB) ns 
ter: for the Coverned: but the reaſon: (and: a 
very good reaſon it is) why w/e Men are nor 
3 willing to truſt any one perſon with abſolute 
'S 7ower is, becauſe we have found by the ex- = 
perience of all Ages and Nations, that few 
Men make a right uſe of it. But I ſhall not 
dwell any longer upon a Subject that is as 
foreign to our purpoſe, as it was to the Biſhop's. 
Intentions. It is our Felicity (and a great 
one I ſincerely think it) that we live under a 
limited Monarchy, where the power of the 
King is reſtrained by Laws of our own ma- 


king. And it ought to be acknowledged as an 
additional happineſs, that our King has not diſ- 
cover d either an intent ion or an inclinat ion, 
to ſtretch his prerogative beyond its Legal 
bounds: for which reaſon I cannot conceive, 
why this Gentleman has taken occaſion, from: 
the Martyrdom of one of his Majeſty's Prede- 
ceſſors, to declaim ſo furiouſly againſt Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion, & to talk of making uſe of his 
NATIVE FREEDOM, and endeauouring to pro- 
long the date of it to the utmoſt} of his power. 
_ Unleſs he thinks al] Kingly power inconſiſtent 
with his native freedom, or that his Majeſty 
intends to make himſelf abſolute, his Zeal is 
unſeaſonably expreſſed, very injuriouſly with 
regard to the Bzſhop's meaning, and with an 
inſinuation towards the King, that does not 
agree with his real duty, or his profeſs d 
affection. To _ 


3 C 2 i 
* Second Letter, p. 13. 
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1 ſhall buly take notice of a Heer 
the fifteenth Page of the ſecond Letter, and 
then apply my elk to the Author of the Ea. 
mination, Oc. Neither ſhall I fo far diſtruſt 


the common ſenſe of the Reader, as to give 


any other anſwer to it, than to place the whole 
paragraph of the Letter, and the paſſage in 


the Sermon, to which it relates, oppoſite to 


each other; from whence it will appear, what 
little credit the public ought to give to the 
common honeſt of theſe Writers. 


$ 
V4, 4 
Pay” ST" ery 
= 


Am ſtill of the ſame T Will not fay there 
Opinion I held be- had been no occaſi- 


ore, that his e ons given on the part of 


has not ſufficiently di- the Court for Jealou- 
tinguiſh'd Sn the ſies and Fears, or that 
Men who began the re- there was not ſuffi | 
ſiſtance againſt King cent reaſon for Oppo- 
Charles the Firſt, and ſition in a parliamen- 
thoſe who overturn'd tary way to the then 
the Conſtitution; all meaſures; but there 
are branded with a was no neceſſity for 
Spirit of Rebellion; fomenting thoſe popu- 
all accus d of Faction lar tumults the troubles 
and Diſſoyalty, and began with, much leſs 
no other difference for having recourſe to 
made than that of arms, and involving 
greater or leſſer guilt. the nation in a Civil 
The War; ; 


* i » 5 4 
2 N & - 
—— 


The * "Nato" ef War; atid leaft of all, 


the Ex xamination, Oe. 
| ſpeaks the ſame lan- 
guage; blaming « the 
Biſhop for diſtovering 


faults on one ſide only, 
for fuppreſeng” (by 


might endanger the 


which he "means not 
mentioning) facts; in- 
di ſcriminately condem- 
ning all that was done, 


eſpecially at firſt, 42 


gainft the King ; for 
ſpeaking Too SOFTLY 
af 8 King's faults ; 

r having oo much 
Aae for the 
Memory of the King 
_ the Biſho 


ps; with 


ver 


for carrying things o 
ſuch an extremity, as 

to take away the 
King's Life. Whate- 
meaſures 
had been = wy which 


Liberties of the Sub- 
ject, the King not only 
ſhewed the greateſt 
diſpoſition, to give his 
people all poſſible ſa- 
tisfaction by the moſt 
ſolemn 
he would govern by 
the known Laws of 
the Land, and main- 
tain the juſt Rights and 


à great deal more of privileges of Parlia- 


the ſame ſtrain, fre- 
_ repeated. 


ments; but gave the 
greateſt proof of his 
being ſo diſpos d, by 
giving his Royal Aſſent 
to Bills of the greateſt 
importance, Ce. * 


The truth of che matter is, they are angry 
with the Preacher for not gratifying their Re- 


. ſpleen towards the Croum and the 
Mitre, 


* Examination, kee. p. 4, 5. 6. 


promiſes, that 


e (04). 
Mitre, enumerating and exapperating all 

the 2 — which * 'OWN.. N 
ever laid to the charge of the N and the 
Clergy. It is not the Buſineſs, of this Solem- 
nity, ſo much as to mention, much leſs to ex- 
patiate upon them. The Act of Parliament 
ſor the obſervation of the Day, and the Ser- 


| viceof the Church, gives us other directions. 


'T hey both declare ches intention of the Faſt to. 
be, * the taking publick ſhanle to our ſelves 
( forthe. reproach brought upon the Nation, 
and the ſcandal upon our Religion, by Re- 
% bellion and Murder; and for deprecating 
cc the Vengeance of God due to ſuch hei- 
nous crimes, that they may not be imputed 
to us, or our poſterity.“ But, it ſeems, we 
are to expreſs our Sorrow for the Sins of our 
Forefathers, and our Deteſtation of them, by 
endeavouring all we can to leſſen their guiitʒ to 
warn people againſt them, by ſetting forth. at 
large the provocations which they had to 
commit them to teach the preſent Generation 
the danger of Sedition, and the duty of Obe- 
dience, by making an apology for the people, 
and inſtructing his preſent Majeſty in his 
Duty, by ſhewing him the faults of his pre- 
deceflor, and the unhappy effects of them. 
But Crown'd Heads are not to be publickly ad- 
moniſh'd from the pulpitz ſuch admonitions 
are at all times improper, much more now. 
Kings, being Men, are imperfect; but their 
Perſons are ſacred, their Authority divine, 
their 


- their Office of the auen Sende pay 
It is proper, therefore, it is decent, it is neceſ- 
ſary, to treat them a and to 
cover their failings, that the people ay 
a proper pl ny their character, 21 85 5 
dience to their commands. This is AB 
to the dictates of Reaſon, and the precepts 
of Chriſtianity. I ſhall now proceed to con- 
ſider particularly he Examination of the 
Falke and Reaſonings in the Biſtiop's Sermon. 
This Author, Ipreſume, is one of thoſe abler 
Hands, mention d at the latter end of the ſecond 
Letter, who was to entertain his Lordſhip to his 
full ſatisfaction I am ſorry to find a Gentle- 
man, whoſe Fortune will give him o pportunity, 
and whoſe Frightly Genius would give him 
abilities, to appear with credit in the cauſe of 
Virtue and the'pnblick Good, acting in con- 
cert with a Writer whoſe views, were they to 
ſacceed, muſt terminate in the Deſtruction of 
his Eountry. The promis d Performance has 
ſince been publiſh'd ; and to the diſeredit of 
the Taſte, as well as to the diſrepntation of 
the Principles and Morals of the Nation, it 
has born a third Impreſſion. Nothing but 
a vicious reliſh for Sathr and Trreligion could 
recommend ſuch a Medley of inacurate, into- © 
herent, inconſiſtent Stuff; ſuch a Rhapſody of 
Ribaldry. a Collection of Facts, either abſo- 
lutely falſe, or miſrepreſented; without ei- 
ther W * or Style; unadorned 


with 


with any Beauties of Art, or Nature; 
mated with an 177 other heat heſides that of Rage 
and Fury. If this does not appear, I ask. no 
more favour from the Reader, than I may ex- 
| pet from the moſt inraged Encmy, ; if it does, | 
1 defire only that Mankind. would think of 
d him as he: deſerves... fe. - . 31 011 5 WW <5 
It is difficult to know. Ms to anſwer 4 
Writer who obſerves noorder in the diſpoſition 
of his materials: as his only deſign was to 
blacken the Clergy and the memory .of the 
unfortunate King, and to Pro ce his Scheme 
of Irreligion, there was rio. occaſion for any 
connection or method, but only to find paf. 
Mages in the Sermon, that might give him 
a 4705 for Scandal and Calummy; in which 
his paſſions, his whole heart. and ſoul, are 
ſo entirely engag d, he has ſo often repea- 
ted the ſame things twould be tedious to fol- 
low him. Another difficulty in anſwering him, 
is, that as he aſſerts Facts, without referring to 
any Authorities for the Trurh of them, you 
muſt ſometimes gueſs at his meaning, and al- 
ways depend upon his own veracity, if you CIC» 
dit his aſſertions. He has once, or twice, made 
uſe of my Lord Clarendons name, but with- 
out any particular reference; ſo that even here 
the Reader is left at large : which the Author 
would not have done, if he had not been con- 
ſcious that his Facts were. falſe, or unſup- 
Ported by the evidence of our Hiſtorians. Such 
is the Intention of this Writer in examining the 
Biſhop's Sermon, and ſuch the manner of his 

writing. 


ew). De 
| L Ant it is my deſign. to detect and, ex- 
poſe. his malice, his dares, his miſrepreſen- 
tations, his ſalſnoods, his ſcheme ;- I ſhall uſe 
ſuch a Metliod as will anſwer my purpoſe, 
withont-obliging my {elf to take things in the 
. ag in which oY bas placg them i in his 
I shall firſt | 3 dam Specimens of his 
malicious. —— and rude Reflections. 
Fhe Biſhops and Clergy he RR in the 
following Light; Flattering Biſhops, . a 
Paraſites, Religious Sycophants, a 
Men that ars nat wont to ſerve Gd) TS 
_ continually purſuing ſeparate and 755 ſh. ad. 
vantages, an aſpiring and corrupt Prieſthood, 
the "Peſts of Government, that infus d into 
King Charles the Firſt his bad Spirit, that 
have — the people out of their Liberties 
wider all the Reigns of the Stuarts, that have 
ever: been. the moſt frequent to ſound the 
Trumpet of dedition and Blood, that are every 
where a diſeredit to Religion by ; heir il Lives, 
their Pride and Hypocriſy, their Rage and 
Avarice. H to theſe paſſages we add a few 
more, taken out of a Collection of Papers, 
which have been lately reprinted under the 


| modeſt Title of * Priviitive Chriſtianity, the 


character of the Clergy will be very compleat. 
They are there ſtil d "Hob Hirelings, bleſſed 
Clubs of Ecclefrafticks, Spiritual Pædagogues, 
Schelaſtick Aſſes, Reverend Drones, accom- 
phiſb 4 . 

At 


* Publiſh d by 1 Aut hor of the Examination, Gr, 
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At one time they are the greateſt 7 
at another the greateſt Fools and Block heads 
upon Earth. In one place they are the 
moſt dangerous and deſtructive; in the other, 
the moſt uſeleſs and inſegnificunt Body of 
Men; laying the deepeſt Plots, dictating to 
Princes and States, and Domineering over 
all Mankind, without any capacity or parts. 
If this be true of the Clergy, the Laity who 
ſuffer themſelves to be ridden by ſuch Aſſes, 
Drones, and Dunces, are not much oblig'd 
to him for: the account: but the Author is 
ſo intent upon the glorious deſign of abu- 
fing the Clergy, that little inconfiſtencies will 
| ſometimes eſcape him; and no matter, for if 
he does not draw a true and a natural Picture, 
he draws a frightful and ridiculous one, 
which will anſwer his -purpoſe as well: for 
which reaſon, I dare ſay, he will neither be 
aſham'd nor concern'd, when I ſhew another 
trifling flip of the ſame kind in the Exa- 
mination, & c. He lays that the enterprizes of 

the Prelates againſt the Crown, make a great 
part of the Fngliſh Hiſtory, and that the 
Clergy have ever ſounded the Trumpet to 
Sedition: and yet at the ſame time he af- 
 cribes the 7yranny of Princes to the Coun- 
ſels of the former; and obſerves, that the lat ter 
have preach'd away the Liberties of the peo- 

ple. As it was the chief intent of the Pam- 
phlet to. make the Clergy odious and deteſ- 
table to the Nation, he has a great deal more 
of this ſort, which I ſhall not tranſcribe. Un- 
— leis 


leſs the Reader be poſſeſsd with his Spirit, 
he muſt by this time be as ſick of it as I am. 
But I muſt beg his patience a little longer, 
while I give him a ſhort Character of King 
Charles, drawn by this Writer. 
He repreſents him as guilty of the deepeſt 
Hypocriſy and Diſſimulation; of wilfut and 
habitual Perjury; as the greateſt Tyrant and 
Oppreſſor, affecting lawleſs Power and Rule © 
as his Darling; | diſpenſing with, and tram- 
pling upon, all Law, murdering the Conſtitu- 
tion, and robbing the Nation of their Liberty 
and Rights; guilty of as many Violences as 
his Son King James, and continuing them 
much longer. With very little variation the 
ſame vulgar traſh is repeated, the fame un- 
Juſt reproaches thrown upon the memory of 
the King, as often as he has an opportunity to 
mention him. * : „„ 
Iſhall next take notice of his treatment of 
the Judges, which I ſhall quote at large, be- 
cauſe it lies together in one Page; whereas 
what he ſays of the King, the Biſbops and 
the Clergy, is ſcatter d up and down in ſeveral 
parts of the Pamphlet; ſo that had I referr d to 
every Sentence in its proper place, I ſnould 
have loaded the Margin, and retarded the 
Reader, unneceſſarily. If the Author com- 
plains of any injury, I am ready to make good 
my charge. The Biſhop had obſerv'd, that 
in reſpect to the moſt offenſive parts of the 
King's conduct, his Majeſty had the concur- 
7 "Ma. rence 


rence of his Judges, Judger in geuerul of good 

Characters = wh + 4 their Pf 
ſion. In which opinion the Biſhop agrees with 
the Hiſtorian, who ſays, « theſe Judges had 
been generally noted for their Learning and 
Integrity; and moſt of them had often and 
ce briskly oppos d the Court in their private 
6 defigns. Eachard, p. 459. But this Exa- 
miner, not content with blaming the Opinion 
and Conduct of the Judges in this particular 

ijnſtance, ſays, p. 31, ©< that they were pube 
cc lic Traytors, Mretehes who ſanctified by 
the name of Law the molſt' complicated 
„ wickedneſs under the Sun, that of over- 
c turning all Laws human and divine, and 
of enſlaving a whole people. It avails not 
« what ſufficiency they had in the Laws far- 
© ther than to condemmithem, nor does it avail 
ce what has been ſaid to their advantage: Will 
your Lordſhip ſay ſo much of King James's 
& Judges? And did they go greater lengths to 
legitimate lawleſs Power and Oppreſſion? 
The truth is, both theſe Princes ſeem tohave 
conſider'd their Judges as the Machines 
« and Champions of U furpation, as the aban- 
don d Inſtruments of cancelling Law by Chi- 
© canery.” Thus radely and inſolently does 
he treat former Judges; and if it were as ſafe, 
I am ſatisfied, he would have been as free to 
paſs his cenſures upon the Fudges and Lau- 
vers in general, as he is to aſperſe and vilify 
the whole Order of Bzſhops, and the whole 
| — Body 
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Body of the Clergy, without any regard to de- 
I  Cericy or truth. Such a licentious freedom 
1 is the ſtrongeſt argument for ſome reſtraint up- 


on Mens Tongues, and Pens: for who does 
not ſeg that if all orders and degrees of Men; 
if public Profeſſions, and public Characters; 
if even the Majeſty of Kings, be liable to 
ſuch unmannerly inſults, and unju ſtaccuſations, 
from every private perſon, it is impoſſihle to 
preſerve to them a proper eſteem from the peo= lf 
ple? When fo. much 'filth is thrown upon the 
Seats of Juſtice, every one who preſides there 
will be ſure to have ſome of it ſtick to him. 
From one Sett of Judges: to another, the tran- 
ſition is natural and common. Such Pictures, 
as this Dauber has drawn, of thoſe in King 
Charles the Firſt's, and King James the Seconds 
Reign, having no reſemblance to the Originals, 
but what the prejudice of the Writer has ima- 
gind to be in them; if he can but create the ſame 
prejudices in his Readers, they may, and pro- 
bably will, think them as like to any other. 
The Idea of a Monſter and of a Judge, are 
by this means ſo connected, that weak minds 
will find it difficult to ſeparate them; and 
whenever they ſee the one, the other will be 
too apt to riſe up in their thoughts, and create 
an abhorrence. _ 1 | 

But in his reflections upon the Biſbops and 

Clergy, he has been leſs reſerv d; becauſe he 
has found, by experience, that he may abuſe 
the preſent, as well as the paſt, with impu- 
„ 3-2 | nity. 


REES (; 22 2) f : 
a. But why ſhould not a Man be puniſh'd 
for abuſing, either in converſation or in print, 

' a whole Order of Men, as well as any parti- 
cular Man, ſinee every Particular, and the S- 
ciety too, receives a real prejudice from ſuch 
general aſperſions? It unavoidably leſſens peo- 
ple's eſteem and affection for them; by which 
means they loſe a great deal of — and Sa- 
tisfaction, and the people themſelves a great 
ſhare of that benefit, which they would receive 
fromthe Clergy, if chey had a better opinion of 
them. The Letter-uriter boaſts, that the 
i} Clergy now-a-days have but a weak influence 
if over Mankind; and I could tell him who will 
9 be ready to join with him in the Triumph, be- 
VG cauſe he will certainly find his account in it. 
418 The Author of the Examination, &c. has con- 
1 firm'd my obſervation ; for he makes it matter 
4.8 of complaint and accuſation againſt the Clergy, 
that the wickedneſs of the Laity is owing to 
the wickedneſs of 7hezr Lives. If then he can 
give the Nation as ill an opinion of the Clergy, 
as he himſelf has expreſs'd of them in his wri- 

tings, he owns himſelf to be ſo far acceſſar 

the prevailing wickedneſs of the times, by 
propagating an opinion into which he reſolves 
that wickedneſs. The faults of particular 
Clergy-men are never to be publiſh'd and ex- 
pos'd till they become matter of publick Scan- 
dal, and demand a publick Cenſure: while his 

faults, which were committed in ſecre?, are 
likely tobe amended by a private admonition, 
| they 
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they are carefully to be conceal'd ; as well for 
the ſake of Religion, and the Good of Mau- 
kind, as out of a charitable tenderneſs for the 
Offender. For this reaſon, it muſt always be 
wrong to endeavour to give Mankind a bad 

opinion of the Clergy in general, however 
wicked this Author really thinks them to be; 
becauſe it can anſwer no good end, and muſt 
produce very bad effects. It will not be the 
means of removing, but of encreaſing the Scan- 
dal given by their wickedneſs, neither is it a 
proper way of attempting to reform them. I 
do not mean that the Laity are not at liberty 
to expoſe any wicked Deſign, or any wicked 
Doctrines, whenever ſuch Deſigns are known, 
and ſuch Doctrines advanced, by the Body of the 
Clergy; but ſo to oppoſe them, and ſo to ex- 
poſe thetn, as to render their offices uſeleſs, 
muſt always be criminal, even tho their gene- 
ral conduct were exceptionable. What then 
can be ſaid for this Writer, who labours to 
render all Clergymen odious and uſeleſs, by 
repreſenting them all as a wicked abandon'd 
ſet of Men; every where (not in any particu- 
lar Reign, or in any particular Country, but 
every where) a diſcredit to Religion by their 
iu Lives? Will any Man ſay that this is no 
crime? or that it was not wilfully, nay greedily 
committed? Or that it cannot be prov'd by 
plain and clear eyidence ? Why then ſhould 
not a wilful, prejudicial offence ; an offence 
againſt a Number of Perſons, againſt Society, 
1 8 againſt 
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againſt Religion; an offence evident and in- 
5 parable I fay, where is the danger, the i in- 
conveniency, in making ſuch an offence pu- 


| N iis niſhable by ſome expreſs Law? But if there be 


no Law to take cognizance of ſuch outrages, 
I hope every Gentleman, who is not quite a+ 
bandon'd to all ſenſe of Good Manners, and 
the Laws of civil Society, willpuniſh him with 

a juft contempt ? And ſince I have aſſumed 
to my ſelf the office of ſpeaking in behalf of the 
Clergy, I beg leave to offer a word or two 
more upon this head. I deſire the caſe may be 
chang'd from Clergymen to Phyſicians: Sup- 
poſe this Examiner had heard a publick Lec- 
ture at their College from one of the King's 
Phyſicians, wherein were ſome things adyanc'd 
which he did not like; pon which he comes 
into a publick Aſſembly, runs riot upon 
« the whole Faculty 3 ts them all as a 
« pack of — cheating Fellows, that 


A 


“ made a Property of Mankind, by picking 


« their pockets and poiſoning, their conſtitu- 
« tions; the very Peſts of Society, and that 
« "tis one of the greateſt lenities of the Govern- 
« ment, to ſuffer theſe Miſcreants to make 
< ſuch havock among his Majeſty 'sliege Sub- 
« jects: and in order to give the Aſſembly the 

« greateſt deteſtation of them, invents falſe 
facts of male-prattice among them.” The 
caſe is exactly the ſame, excepting one circum- 
ſtance which is not much to his advantage; 
that, inſtead of coming into a large Aſſembly, 
. NE 
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| co) "at, 
he comes before the whole Nattot, before 
three Nations, and ſpreads his Defamation as 
wide as he poſſibly could, unleſs he were to 
tranſlate” his Libel into Latin for the benefit 
of fore n Countries; See then whether the 
parallel be not juſt. A Biſhop in a Sermon 
advances ſome things which the Examiner 
does not like. Upon this he publiſhes Ani- 
madverſions, where he abuſes ll Biſhops and 
all Clergymen in as rude a manner as I haye 
repreſented, miſrepreſenting and Faſſih ing 
Facts in order to backen them; ; as I am now 
ng to nne Wp. 
Before I deſcend to particular Facts, I 
hall obſerve one yery unfair method, by 
vrhich he has endeavour d to impoſe upon the 
Reader, and inſinuate into him a bad opinion 
of the Clergy. Popery and Tyranny are very 
odious things, and if he cannot fix ſo heavy 
a charge upon them directly, it muſt be done 
by Artifice and Sophiſtry. All Ceremonzes 
and particular Habits in Religions Worſhip, 
all Conſecrations of perſons and things are, 
in this Author's opinion, Superſtit ious, and 

uperſtition isPopery ; conſequently the Church 
of England is ſtill Popiſb, and its Clergy are 
favourers and ſupporters of Popery. Again, 
it is his opinion that all Eſtabliſpments in Re- 
ligion are an encroachment upon the natural 
Rights of Mankind, who ought to be left at full 
Liberty whether they will join with his or 
har, or any Society of Chriſtians; from 


| whence 
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whence it follows that the Church of. Eng — 
land, as now eſtabliſhed by Law, is ag 
and tyrannical, and all thoſe Clergymen, Who 
are ſincere Friends to it, are Hrants and Op- 
preſſors. Thus it is, that he accuſes King 
Charles and the Archbiſhop with an inten- 


tion to eftabliſh PID s and with trampling 


upon the Liberty of the People, becauſe they 
laboured to promote Unity and Uniformity, 
and to advance the external Grandeur of the 
Church. Whether matters of that kind were 


not carried too far, and puſh d with too much 


precipitation and violence, is not the preſent 
Queſtion; but certainly 'tis very unfair in 
him to apply to perſons and things names 
that, in common acceptation, carry different 
and worſe Ideas, than what he himſelf means 
when he uſes them. Afterwards, indeed, 
he'll let the Reader know, that by Popery 


he does not underſtand the ſame thing that - 


is generally underſtood by it, but not till he 
thinks the bad impreſſion is made, and that 
his ſubſequent ſoftening will not take it off 
again, Why does he uſe names fo impro- 
perly, unleſs it be with an intention to deceive 
his Readers, and injure the perſons upon 
whom he beſtows them? He has us'd the 
lame diſhoneſt art (unleſs he thinks fit to 
plead Ignorance) in reſpect to the Supremacy, 
that he might accuſe the Clergy of Perjury 
in denying it to the King. His Roguery or 


4 na lies in walfully miſteprèſent ing, or moſt 
ig no- 
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„ „ 
 - fenorantly miſtaking the Senſe in which the 
Clergy pretend to be independent of the 
Crown. The Clergy might then, and do ſtill 
aſſert, that their piritual powers, the powers 
of preaching, and admmiſtring the Sacra- 
ments, and ordaining others to thoſe offices, 
are not deriv'd to them from the King. And 
how ſhould they ? fince the Clergy were in 
poſſeſſion of them before the Hate became 
Chriſtian, or had any thing to do with the 
Church. Neither did any Chriſtian King 
ever pretend to ordain any body, or to per- 
form any ſpiritual Function. But what is 
this to the Supremacy of the King, which 
does not conſiſt in being the ſource of ſuch 
Powers as above mentioned, but in having 
authority to aſſemble the Clergy together in 
Convocation, and giving his Royal Sanction 
to ſuch Orders and Rules, relating to Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Polity, as are agreed upon by the 
Clergy ſo aſſembled. 1 8 
I he denies the truth of Chriſtianity, or 
that our Bleſſed Saviour appointed a diſtinct 
Order of Men for officiating in Religious Mat- 
ters, which were to be continued down in a 
regular Succeſſion from one another ; wh 
then, indeed, thoſe who are call'd the Clergy, 
can have no powers but what they receiv'd 
from the State; but what are his In del No- 
tions to the Clergy? The Independency of 
the Church as claim'd by them, and the Su- 
pre macy that belongs to his Majeſty, are diſ- 
2 1 
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tindt "PEER RP * not to have been con 
founded. If he did not underſtand. theſe 
things, he ſhould not have venturd to talk 
about them; if he did, he was guilty of ſome- 
thing worſe than impertinence. But to come 
to particular Facts which he has miſrepreſented 
and falſified ; 1 hope it will not be ex | 
that I ſhould: examine all his Miſrepre ſenta- 
tions and Falſboods, they are too many to be 
compriz'd within the compaſs of a amphlet ; 
but I ſhall ſele& ſome- the moſt material 
ones, from whence it will appear what little 
regard ought to be paid to his Aſſertions, 
where he brings no Vouchers. For the fake 
of ſome Order and, Method, I ſhall range the 
Facts, which I intend to conſider, under the 
following Claſſes ; ſuch as relate to particular 
Biſhops; to the Biſhops and Clergy in King 
Charles the Firſts Reign; to the Clergy i in 
general; and to King Charles. 

be firſt inftance that I ſhall mention is, 
That of Dr. Coſins, of whom he gives the 
following Account; That Biſhop * Coſms of 
Durham cauſed three hundred wax candles 
« to be lighted up in the Church on: Candle- 
« mas Day in honour of our Lady: that he 
« forbad any Pſalms to be ſang before or 
« after. Sermon, but inſtead of Pſalms, an an 
„Anthem in praiſe of the three Kings of 
d un 


* Dr. Coſins was then ooh ey k OP Church, but 
e 


the Examiner made him a a that might have the 
greater 2 -4ds in abuſing him. rn” 
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5; 6 Golew3r that he declared in the Pulpit, that 
c when our Reformers / aboliſh'd the Maſs 
« they took away all good order; and that 


e the King had no more Power over the 


« Church than the Boy that rubb d his horſe's 
{© heels,” He might have enlarg d the num- 
ber of Articles to twenty one, which were 
exhibited againſt him before the Lords, at 
the complaint of one Smart, Prebendary of 
Durham, Who was cenſured for a ſeditious 
Sermon. The Doctor put in his Anſwer to 
Smart's Complaint, and prov'd it ſo well, even 
by Smarts own. Witneſſes, that Mr. Glover, | 
one of JImart's Lawyers in the Cauſe, told 
him openly at the Bar of the Lords, that he 
was aſham d of him, and could not in con- 
ſcience plead any longer for him: whereupon 
the Houſe of Lords diſmiſs'd the Doctor, and 
never ſent. for him any more, and the whole 
Proceedings againſt him, as well in relation to 
the charge Sup ſtition and Popery, as of 
his Seyerities to — were dropt. Was it 
fair ? Was it honeſt in the Examiner to re- 
new this charge againſt him, after it had been 
dropt by the Houſe of Lords, without fo 
much as mentioning his Acquittance ? But 
ſeveral of the Articles are mention d, and con- 
tradicted by Dr. Walker F in his Hiſtory of 
the Sufferings of the Clergy of the Church of 
England from the Puritans. As to the 
three hundred Candles, they were more 


See Dr.Smith's Life of Colins in Latin, P. 10,17. than 
. See Title, Peterborough, f. 58. 


"Os 

than 4 been uſed in the Church on any 
Day, and no more were us d on Candlemas- 
Day, than on any other Holy Day, and ſome- 
times fewer were usd then, than at other times. 

Nor did the Doctor forbid the ſinging of 
Pſalms, but us d to ſi ing them himſelf at Morn- 
ing Prayers. And as to the Anthem of the 
three Kings F Colen, when the Doctor firſt 
ſaw them in one of 'the old Books of the 
Church, he cut it out himſelf with a Pen- 
Enife, corhadh it been ever ſung during his Reſi- 
dence, or for ſixty years before. From the ſame 
Author I ſhall give the Reader ſome account 
of this worthy Prelate. After he was turned 
out of his Preferment, and plunder'd by the 
Houſe of Commons, he went to France, where 
he kept up the Engliſh Church-Diſcipline and 
Worſhip; reduced to the Proteſtant Religion 
leyeral that were gone quite over to Popery, 
and confirm'd others that were wavering; 
and had ſeveral Conferences with Feſuits and 
Romiſh Prieſts, particularly with a Prior of 
the Engliſb Benedictins at Paris, in which 
he acquitted himſelf with ſo much Learning 
and ſolid Reaſoning, that he utterly defeated 
the Suſpicions of his Enemies, and out- did even 
the Expectations of his F riends. While he 
reſided at Cambridge, he was reputed a Man 
eminent for Learning, Prudence, Judgment, and 
Piety. His Munificence and Charities were 
ſo large, that all the time he was Biſhop of 
Durham they amounted to two thouſand 
pounds a year. ö | What 


What be Ms of N Sheldm; he. 
has from Biſhop; Burnet's Hiſtory of his own 
Times in the following Words; he ſeemed not 
to have had a deep Senſe: of Religion, and 
ſpoke. of it moſt —_— as of an Engine 
"of Government, and as Matter "of. Policy. 
This, 1 confeſs; is not the Examiner's, but 
7 "ani ſhop's Miſrepreſentation of an Arch- 
Out of reſpect to the Character, 1 

= ſay as little as may be of the Hiſtorian, 
But. Decency muſt give place to Juſtice, ,and 
Ceremony to Truth. It cannot be denied, 
and ought not here to be conceal'd, that Biſhop 
Burnet was unhappily under the influence of 
very ſtrong Paſſions and Reſentments, and 
that his opinion of Perſons varied with every 
private Diſobligation, or publick Oppoſition. - 
* Every one who agreed with him was his 
Friend, and his Friend was always an Angel. 
Every one who diſagreed with him was his 
Enemy, and his Enemies were all Fiends. 
But a cooler and more unprejudiced Hiſtorian 
could not have given Authority to a piece 
of Hiſtory ſo abſurd in it ſelf, and fo con- 
trary, not only to the Character of Biſhop 
Sheldon in other Hiſtorians, but to his Life 
and Actions. He had not the PpEREPESTH Senſe 
of Religion; this is far from coming up to 
what follows, and 0ſt commonly ſpoke of 
Religion as an ENGINE of GOVERNMENT, 

and Matter of POLICY. If the latter part 


IM 


* vid. London Journal. 


5 of his Character be true, it is incotifiſtent with 


; (3 y 


the former. If he ons Religion only an 
Engine of Government, &c. he could have 
no Senſe at all of it; which is quite different 
from having Jour Senſe of Religion; tho' not 
the deepeff. - But whatever he thought of 
Religion, would any Man in the Archbi- 
ſhop'sStation ſo openly declare ſuch Sentiments? 
It is morally impoſſible that this ſhould” be 
true; the Examiner himſelf bould ſcarce be 
guilty of ſuch an indiſcreet Behaviour, tho it 
were in the Service of Infidelity. But how 
do other Hiftorians ſpeak of this great Man? 
The Hiſtory of England publiſh'd by Biſhop 
Kennet, Vol. II. p. 230. calls him a Prelate 
of Eminent Piety. Mr. Eachard (p. 823. of 
that Edition, which is publiſh'd: in one Vol.) 
peak ing of che Plague, ſays, © That the 
« whole City was abandon'd' by almoſt all 
© the Rich, and that ſeveral Miniſters, in this 
« ſad time of trial, deſerted their Flocks; yet 
that there were many noble inſtances of Piety 
tc and Charity among the Clergy, who ven- 
« tur'd their Lives in the Service of God and 
the Poor; in particular, Archbiſhop She/= 
„ don, who continued all the time 25 the 
« greateſt danger, and with his diffuſive Cha- 
rity preſerved great numbers alive that 
would have periſhed in their Neceſſity, and 
by his affecting Letters to all the Biſhops, 
procured great Sums to be returned out of 
all parts of his Province.“ This Conduct 
1 ſeems 


A 


0 
. 
Cc 
cc 
* 


* 


: epe/t ſenſe of Reis ion. 
E x = — 5. 936. ſpeaking of his 


deack; maltes this mention of him; Having 

«:rjn-this* many difffeulties, after: the Re? 
e ſtaurätién, he was made; firſt Biſhop 'of— | 
4 Laden, "and laſtly Archbiſhop of Ca 

. bury: Wich See he filled with 

« Honour afid Reputation for above "oi 
& teen Fears. Befides his Learning and Piety, 

3% he Was particularly diſtinguiſh d by his 


6 Sr 


4 mumificert Benefactions, in which no Man 
4 more ſignaliz d Himſelf, Te particularly 
« immortaliz d his Name by building the 
Theatre at Oxford; and we are affurd 

„ from his Relations, that from the time of 

4 his being Biſhop of London. as appears frem 
« his Book of Accompts, he had given away - 
« 65,000 l. to publicK} pious, and charitable Þ 
« Uſes:* An immenſe 7 of Money to be } 
given away, in fo ſhort a time, by a Man 
that had not a due Senſe of Religion. 

It may ſeem ſtrange that Biſhop Barnet 

mould have any handle for ſaying that this 
great and good Man ſpoke of Religion as an 
Engine of Government, cc. The moſt pro- 
bable account ſeems to be this. Some time 
after the Reſtauration there was an inclina- 
tion in the Court to grant Indulgence to the 
Diſſenters, in prejudice to the E/tabliſhd 
Church, which he look'd upon to be the 
greateſt Security of the Crown, and the Peace 

of the Kingdom, Accordingly in his Re- 


F monſtrances 


o 
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| monſtrances-againſt: the deſign of the. Cat, 
*rwas.natural for him to preſs the il, effects 


of it upon the Government and che Nat = 


as an Objection againſt it. This agrgsspper- 
fectly . the Hiſtorian's Ac — — 
times; who obſerves, that the ſunpreli 9 
reſtraming. Conventicies was not; look! 
fo much a matter of. RELIGION, a0 _ ne- 
cCeſſity and ſafety to þ e Nation : Eachard 
P. 860. Thus much have faid, not out of 
reſpect to the weight: . ſhop Burnet's 


Cenſure, but the Memory of rehhiſhop 


Sheldon. bot ea 
-_ .. Archbiſhop Laud ; is anotehr ab jet of his 
hat red, and another proof hat. the ſame 
Spirit which deftroy'd — Church and State 
in thoſe times of Madneſs and: Enthuſiaſm, 
is ſtill alive. That this wonderful Man had 
his failings, and infirmities, ſome of them 
natural, and others owing to his unacquainted- 
nels with Mankind, the noble Hiſtorian 
confeſſes; but he every where gives him great 
endowments of Mind, and exemplary. Virtues ; 
innocency of heart and life, and uprightneſs 
of intention; an integrity unſpotted, but un- 
poliſh'd; always purſuing good deſigns, but 
Clnetimes unskilful in his meafures, and un- 
happily living in a licentious Age that might 
have led the wiſeſt Man into errors in his 
publick Conduct. His Character is ſufficiently 
known by ſuch as are acquainted with Hi- 
ſtory (or may be known by ſuch as will look | 

| be | . | into 
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of Un, 
10 and win be admired by the Friends 
N ef Be deligien, the Monarchy and Church of 
England. It may be ſeen in Clarendon” 
oc rw but more e in een, ao? 
n 1 * 


Bar the Rules, 5 which Da "IE ACs 


eus d, ſhew that there is nothing which Pre- 


jadice will not believe, or that Malice will ; 


not invent, to his diſadvantage-. 


Example er the then Enemies of our Rabliſy'd 
Religion, this Examiner is not aſnam'd to re- 


preſent him as a fayourer'of Popery, tho, as 


Clarendon obſerves, „Col. I. p. 76.) & the Po 
“ reftant'Religion'was more advanced againſt 


the Church of Rome by two Books (one 
e written by Archbiſhop Laud againſt Fiſher; 
« and the other by 'Chil/ingworth, who was 
4 converted b y him) that ĩt had been ſince the 
e Reformation.” His Succeſs was equal tb his 


Learning and Zeal; for he converted by per- : 


ſonal Conferences, near one hundred perſons. 
The Romzſh Church did not take him for 
their Friend, for when his Death was reported 


at Rome, an Abbot declard, © they had 


& cauſe to rejoice, that in E ngland the 
(« greateſt Enemy of their Church was cut 

« off, and the greateſt Champion of the 

by Church of England was filenc'd. Eachard, 

a 

He affected the Title of Holineſs and moſt 


boly Father. The Title, perhaps, might be 


wen * becauſe it had been i in uſe in the 
8 
3 antient 


5 N 36 J „ 
antient t Stel Church; but it does not appear | 
that he affected ot deſired to be calld ſo. 
| Books of Papiſts were licenſed. Which i is 
very poſſible to be true, but let the, accuſer 
ſhew that he approv d of any Books that 
were really Popiſh; for a Papiſt might write 
pay pradtical, Book that, bl n Popery 
Neu Books, againſt Pogery. were by; Him 
forbid. fo be valid, and others, already 
printed, order d to be calld in; paſſages 
againſt Popery were ferack out in 05 hers; 
All this may be true, in the Examiner 's Senſe 
of Popery, but let him prove it in the true 
Senſe of the word, which. are quite, different 
things ; for he makes, things to be Fopery 
which are agrecable to. the primitive Church. 
After all, tis not unlikely that ſame-improper 
books might be licensd by the Chaplains, 
without his knowledge, or fault, and ſome 
good books might be ſuppreſs d; this is what 
will ſometimes happen where ſuch a power 
is granted, and therefoxe the Biſhop has, de= 
clard againſt any ſuch reſtraint upon the 
Preſs : but Laud's own immortal Beek againſi 
Popery, and his many Converts from it, would 
make any modeſt Man aſhamed to accuſe him 
of any inclinatjon towards it. 
'The Examiner ſays, my Lord Clarendon 
ſeems to lay ALL the blame upon Laud. This 
is ſomething to extravagant, as well as falſe, 
it deſer ves no anſwer, neither could the Writer 


expect 


— 
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expel any 4 „But if he has met dba 
3 and& believes it (as he would 
Lem 70 do) why does he blame others, as 
well as the Archbiſnop? Why does he up- 
braid the Duke of Buckingham; the Earl of 
Strafford; the whole Court, the Bench of 
Biſbops, and the Clergy? The King and the 
Churcuhmen, the Court and the Prelates, are 
equally loaded with the infamy of ſubverting 
the Coriſticution and oppreſſing the People: But 
the Archbiſhop hap paid: thin to come in his 
Way, and he was reſobvid to make him as 
black asche could : He goes altogether upon 
the old Maxim; throw 4 great deal of Dirt, 
and ſome af ir ſtich : And I agree with the 
Larter writer, that for ſach wotk he has a 
wy" able hund. 7. 
As to general hw againſt the Quay 
in King Charles the Firſt's time; we find 
him frequently accuſing them of Popery. 


This is his common Cant, the burthen of his 


Libel; but I have already obſery'd what he 
means by it. By the Tyranny of Popery is 
meant the promoting of Unity and Unifor- 
mity in publick Worſhip. The power of 

Popery fignifies ai Church- Authority and 
Church Diſcipline. "wm the Pomp of =_ 


.* * Upon drain up the Bill o a Rights,” Sir Edward Coke 
ſaid i in the a 7 think the Duke of Buckingham is the cauſe 
of all our miſeries. After it was paſi d, Sir John Strangeways 

declar d that, of all their evils the Duke of Buckingham's ex- 


ceflive power, and abuſe of that power, was the only cauſe. 
Eachatd, p. 437. 


({33/)) 
he means all ſorts of Rites! and Ceremonies: | 
> Theo Conſecration- of places and perſons and 

things are, with him, the Super/{t3or of Pol 
pery. This explanation is a-ſufficient anſwer 
to that part of his Accuſation. And that 
this ĩs his Scheme, I ſhall ſnew by and by, frorh 
expreſs: Paſſages! af his Pamphlet. 

Another charge is, that the Charchmen 
openly aſſerted their power to be Indepen- 

dent and U, naccuuntable, tho they had ſworn 
the contrary. But this objection likewiſe 1 
have already anſwer d, by ſheuing the dz/- 
tinction between the B ncvof -the 
Church, as maintain d by the Clergy, and 
ſuch an Independency as — the Clergy 
anaccount able, and is inconſiſtent: with the 
Jupremacy belonging to the Crown. Let him 
ſhew. that there is no room for any fuch diſ- 
tinction, or that Archbiſhop Laud and the 
eminent Clergy: in that Reign, openly. denied 
the Supremacy which the Clergy acknow- 
ledge, by their Oath, to belong to the 

King. When he proves this, (and he muſt 
prove his facts by ſome better evidence than 
his own Aſſertion) he'll ſay ſomething to the 
purpoſe ; but 'rill then he muſt be look'd _ 
as a publick Slanderer. _ 

And fo far was this Accuſation from being 
true, that it was one of the warmeſt points 
of difference between the Clergy and the Pu- 

Titans, who claim'd a real Independency upon 
the Crown in Religious Matters, which their 

Frienda 
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Rowe Ihe pens 


ub rn Rekrts 
Eriends.in Septland at preſent exet . an 
this Author's Friends are attempting 10 reis 
in Englaud, eee, lere dhe Religinn 


is only a. gerſonal cu Ons 30 2 115 
And inoxeturn for this-Riivi Ay being 
nac themſelves they 


with preaching, up pe > cho 
Power of the; King. "For meg 211M ito 
uſurp ve ;BIM, they encnurag HIN 
uſup upon the KINGDOM: Thus: the ite 
LAWLESS;PEwers were to. ſupper t and rec 
pence earh other. , This was à0 plain Min 
ruck between -the- Crown and the MITRE: 
This is ayLopigk: —j— has ogFaſion'd a tite- 
ſome repetition: of the gro ofleſd milin —_ But let 
us enquire; What ground: there in for ſuch a 
charge. There were two igſtanoes of preachers 
who were cenſur'd for their Sermons : D 
Sibthorg ſaid, that the King migbt im- 
poſe public Taxes without. conſent o Par 
liament, and that the people were bound in 
conſcieuce to obey his Royal Mill and Pleu. 
ſure, Dr. Manwaring advanced the ſame 
Doctrine, expreſs'd in more offenſive terms F. 
This is true of two Preachers; and my Lord 
Clarendon acknowledges that there was ſome- 
times preach'd there matter very unfit for 
the * and that in Ordine ad Nee 


the 


In the 2 held Ann. 1 640. The 8 made a 
Canon fer, ſuppreſſing the Growth of Popery; and three Canons 
more expreſsly declaring the King's Supremacy, and eras. in 
matters of Religion. Heylyn's Life of Laud, P. 425, 431 

+ Eachard's Hiſtory of wo 5.430. 


ED (ate 5 eee 
the Preacher gave to Cæſar, whit C 


hw; Few 
Fuſed to receive. vol. L. CI this 
does not prove the truth bf fis 1 
which is not particular, but 
ir 97 75 become — ov Then: 
Of 1 'u 75 to repreſent "ſe 

„ and: 755 14 2. the 
God? 2 Let hin ſkew that this . he? con 
mon” Theme of the Pulpit at chat time; 
Surely 7wo-inftances will not make it a com- 
mon Theme, and we read of no more that 
were prov d to be guilty of ſuch Doctrine. 
But this charge is as hetieſt as that 3 Fea 
brings We fucceeding Clergy s for 
ſays, that ” F te — Do 30th 
of Janua e been nothing but Apologies 
fur all the notorious DORA of: * 
Court and the Clergy.” 

But he goes on to aſſert, that the rinsr 
9725 and breach of Union and Confidence 
between the King and his Penple began from 
the Court and the Clergy +, Surely this Writer 
did not imagine that his Pamphlet would fall 
into the hands of any body that ever had 
read, or ever would read the Engliſh Hiſtory, 

which demonſtrates the falſhood of this Ac- 
cuſation. This matter has been -fully exa- 
mined, and clearly prov d, in a Pamphlet, 
. lately 


* 1 hope the Reader will obſerve, t that the King refus d to re- 
ceive any power that did not belong to him. 
+ The Declarations of Sir John Strangeways and Sir Tho. 
Coke in the Houſe of Commons prove, that 5 Breach was made 
before the Clergy came into power at Court. 


Es 
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— 5 rather than repeat what he has ſaid. 


The Pamphlet is intitled, _ Animad uerſions 
upon 4 Paper in the London Journal f Sa- 
turday the 26th of EERRUARr, which charges 

the ruin of the Family of | the: Sruakrs 


apon the CHURCH, and upon their truſting to 
the maxim, No BIShHop, No e 1 Printed” 


for. Roberts 1732. 


; Moſt people will be of. inen that the 


Noble Hiſtorian knew the Preachers of that 


Reign better than the Examiner, and his 
authority will be more regarded; where- 
fore I ſhall. cite his account of them, and 


their & ermons. | 


e It is true (as was once - ſaid by a Man 
« fitter to be belie d than I am in that point, 
“ and one not ſuſpected for flattering the 
© Clergy) that if the Sermons of thoſe times, 


« preached at Court, were collected together, 
« and publiſh'd, the World would receiue 


ce the beſt bulk of orthodox Diuinity, pro- 
« found Learning, convincing ' Reafon, na- 


e tural, powerful Eloquence, and admirable 
« Devotion that hath been communicated in 
&« any Age ſince the Apoſtles Times. And 1 


c cannot but ſay for the honour of the King, 
cc 


14 
cc 


A 


one Churchman, in any degree of fayour, 
or acceptance (and this the Inquiſition ſince 
made upon them, than which there never 

| — $ 


"if 


( 41 * f 8 8 SE 
: litely: publiſhd, to which I ſhall: eaters the 


and of thoſe who were truſted by him in 
his Eccleſiaſtical Collations, there was not 


F 


} 


(4 4 * 

& was 4 brut, in any Age, muſt confeſs); 
« of a ſcandalous inſufficiency in Learning, 
« or of a more ſcandalous condition of Life; 
but on the contrary, moſt of them of cons. 
« fefled eminent parts in knowledge, and of 
« yirtuous and unblemiſh'd Lives. And there- 
& fore wiſe men knew, that what Was thought: 
pride in ſome, and petulance in others, 
* would, by experience in affairs and con- 
. verſation amongft Men (both of which 
« moſt of them wanted) be in time wrought 

“ off, or in a new Succeſſion refarm'd ; and 

4 0 thought the vaſt ad vantage from "their 
learning and integrity, an ample recompence 
_ © fortheir paſſion; and yet, thro the prodigious 

ct impiety of thoſe times, the latter was look d 
upon with malice and revenge, without any 
« reyerence or gratitude for the former. The 
Reader muſt remember how this account of 
the Sermons and Preachers. of that Reign, 
differs from the Examiner Deſcription .; ſo 


1 ſhall leave him to chuſe which of thoſe Au- 


thorities he likes beſt. 

Did they not pretend that their Forms and 
Religious CUr1osIT1Es, With all their various 
Eccleſiaſtical HERALDRY, were of Divine 
Right; even their Deans and Chapters, even 
their Chancellors, Arch-Deacons, even their 
miſerable Biſhop's Courts? To which I have 
no more to anſwer than this, that it is abſolutely 
falſe. , He is both a Knight Errant and a 
Knight of the * 3 continually fighting 

with 


bt 


EE 4 
with Giants and Arinies of his ownocteating, 
and teſtifying facts of his own inventing: 
1 fhall now proceed to a: mord general 
reflection upon the Clergy; who, he ſays, 
have preachd aua "the  LnBERTIES ' of 
the people under ALL” the Reigns of the 
SrVanrs 77> 72M Ong PETS! SOT 
Fe could not poſſibly: have ſtumbled upen 
a more unfortunate reflection. If he pleads 
his Vnt in excuſe for his ſhort memory, he 
has another faculty that makes a good memory 
very requiſite for him, Was not King James 
the Second one of the Family of the Stuarts? 
Did the Clergy preach away the Liberties 
of” the prople in his Reign? Who were 
ſent to the Tower, and try'd? The Biſhops. 
What were they impriſon'd and try'd for? 
For diſputing the King's Power to diſpenſe 
with the Laws. Was this preaching away 
the Liberties of the People? Who wrote fo 
many excellent pieces in defence of the Pro- 
reſtant Religion? The Clergy, Were they 
not greatly inſtrumental, by their writings, by 
their preaching, by their behaviour, in Bring- 
ing about the Revolution? And was all this 
done with an intention to enſlave the Nation? 
Wherever Religion has been defac'd, or 
debauch'd, the Clergy (he ſays) didit. The 
Clergy are every where corrupted, and the 


* yy * 4 - 
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cauſe of every Corruption. 
hut, if the Examiner does not believe the 
Divine Inſpiration of the Bible, he may 
. G1” read 


: cy 

read it as In! antient Hiſtory OY ste we 

are told, that the firſt great Corruption in the 
27 Church was Feroboam s; Which the 

_ Prieſts refuſing to come into, Feroboam was 
forcd to make new Clergy to his purpoſe 
out of the Laity; out of the loweſt of the 
People, our Franſlation ſays; out of the Bull 
or Body -of the people, according to the true 

8 reading. . 

' Wherever Religion has 4 gene, it 
ans; the Lalry that ' reformd it. The 
' greateſt Reformation that ever was made, 
was that which Chriſt effected, who was no 
Layman, but a Prieſt. But if our -author 
has no better opinion of Chriſtianity than he 
| ſeems to have, he might cafily 8 5 to men- 
tion the Author of it. , 

TI ' e next great Reformation was made in «Ge 
fifteenth Century, to which Mickliſf, a Prieſt 
of Lutterworth, open d the way; Cranmer, 
Latimer, and Ridte brought it to perfection 
in England; Luther in Germany, and Calvin 
at Gene va: all theſe were Prieſts; and all 
this was the work, not of Laymen, but of 
Prieſts. Indeed the Civil Power eftabliſh'd. 
and fix'd it, ſo previouſly prepar'd ; but it 
was owing chiefly to Przeſts, that the Laity 
are not prieſt-ridden to this day. And this 
Man, by reviling Proteſtant Prieſts, is going 


the ready way to bring the Laity oh under 
the power of Tee e ones. 


+2 But 
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But no matter for all this. The Examine 
is very poſitive, notwithſtanding, that. the 
Clergy are EVERY: WHERE 2 diſcredit = 
0 Religion by their ill Lives, their Pride 
and Hypocriſ), their Rage and 4 varice. To 
-fach a general charge the Clergy have no 
| poſlible way of pleading, - Had he accus d 
them of advancing any particular Dotirines 
of wicked tendency, Ny might have ap 
peal d to their books. Had he charg d chem 
With any particular Facts, they might have 
anſwer d to them. But if any one has 
Hardineſs enough to aſſert in general, that they 
are alla pack of hypocritical, proud, auari- 
tious, revengeful, wicked Men, they have no 
remedy for ſuch an injury, nor any way of 
clearing themſelves, but by appealing to the 
World; and every perſon muſt be ſenſible 
under what great diſadvantages they muſt 
make their Appeal; what numbers of their 
Judges are their Enemies; many from irre- 
 {igion, many from party, many from perſo- 
nal reſentments; all of them diſpos d to take 
advantages, to improve Indiſcretions into Im- 
moralities, and heighten every real crime. 
The whole body of the Clergy are condemn d 
for the faults of particular perſons, and 
particular perſons are often condemn d, upon 
the whole, for the ſake of ſingle facts, when 
the Tenour of their Lives is commendable 
and praiſe-worthy. But I take the liberty 
to ask this bold Accuſer 2 few queſtions, 
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How does he know that the preſent Clerzy are 


all ſuch a ſcandalous ſet of People? Is he inti- 
mately acquainted with them? I hope not. Has 


he taken proper methods to inform himſelf 


how every Dioceſs in ugland is governd? 
Has he made a progreſs thro the Kingdom, 

and .cnquir'd of every perſon in every pariſh 
into the behaviour of the Miniſter? Does it 
appear from the Records of Informations and 


Tryals in the ſeveral Courts, that they are 


ſo infamous? Are they defective in the dif 


charge of the Miniſtetial Function? Are not 


the Epiſtopal and Sarerdotal Offices perform'd 
in a proper manner? Is not the Buſineſs of 
Ordination, Confirmation, and Viſitation, 


conſtantly and regularly perform'd? Are not 


the / Sacraments duly adminiſter d, and the 
Word of God preach'd ? I wiſh they were 
as duly and conſtantly attended. Are not 
the Clergy ready and able to defend Chriſtia- 
nity againſt its many adverſaries? I with 
there had been lefs occaſion, 'but am lad 
they have given ſuch publick and nec wy 
proof of their abilities 
But I proceed to ſay ſomething concerning 

the Examiners treatment of King Charles, 


upon which I muſt be ſhorter than I intended; 


tho', indeed, it is a piece of hiſtory ſo well 

known, that every Reader, almoſt, will be 

able to contradict him from his own reading. 
He makes him guilty of the moſt compli- 


NE 1 under the Sun, of — 
* 


I Hel 5 


ſummate Tyranny and Wickedneſs.: If he 


Was as great a Monſter as the Examiner has 


drawn him, twas meritarious to reſiſt him, 
to deſtroy him, and tis infamous to obſerve 
the zoth of January as a day of Humiliation 
for his death. But theſe flagrant inſtances o 
prejudice and injuſtice towards an unfortunate 
Prince can be reſoly'd into nothing but 4 
diſlike, not of a tyrannical and wicked King, 
but of any King. The Regal Character, and 
Prerogative, as well as the particular errors 
of his Government, are imputed to him, or elſe 
he would meet with common juſtice at leaſt, it - 
not favourable allowances, from theſe writers. 
As the Examiner's indiſcriminate hatred of 
the Clergy ſhews his Irreligion, ſo his unrea- 


ſonable rancour againſt King Charles beſpeaks 
his Republican Inclinations: ſuch indications 


are more to be regarded, than the declarations 


of a perſon who has aſſerted fo many things 
that are not true. He may, for aught I'know, 
think an alteration of our Form an imprace- 
ticable attempt, but by the force of inclina- 
tion he may be making imperceptible ad- 


vances towards uh he Owns 58 avowed 
8 e 


But 


. The Brieads 
| of King Charles wuſt own that he did illegal 
things inithe.4eg:mnmg. of his Reign, which 
have been aggravated by the 1 of his 
Enemies ; but 1 never yet met with any erea- 
ture ſo hardy, as to charge him with ſuch con- 
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But let his inclinations, or deſigns, beute : 
thi will, he takes the propereſt meaſures to 
ſub wert the reſent Government, if not to 
change the form of it. He more than once 
ſays, that King Charles the Firſt was a 
greater Tyrant than King James the Second; 
that he committed more and greater violences, 
and continued them much longer. What- 
ever he thinks, the body of the Engliſh 
Nation entertain a good Opinion of King 
Charles, and if he ſhould fo far ſucceed 
(which God forbid) as to give them a better 
Opinion of his Succeſſor, King James, they 
- muſt think bim very unjuſtly us d at the 
Revolution ; and the Foundation of our pre- 
ſent E "abliſbment i in the Houſe of Hanover 
will be very much weaken d. But let this 
wretched Declaimer ſay what he will of the 
Tyranny of King Charles, it is comparing 
Knats with Camels, to compare what was 
done by Him, with the violences offer d by King 
James to the Eſſentials of our Conſtitution. 
Beſides, King Charles ſtopt in time, and made 
early ſatisfaction by paſſing every Bill that 
was offer d for the ſecurity of the people's 
Rights, which King James never diſcover d : 
any inclination to do. 

But, it ſeems, the King * no conceſe 
ſrons with any the leaſt deſign of. keeping 
them. T have given the Reader ſeveral in- 
ſtances of his aſſerting things without any 
Proof, but here his ch. is in it ſelf i oy | 

- "ME 
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ble. of an ch unleſs he end; produce 
pas; oe to whom the King declard 
his intentions. Neither can any direct proof 
be brotight of his Hincerity; but it is highly 
; Srobabie from the known character of the 
— Naa His unſeign'd Piety and Simplicity; 
from the punctual regard which he paid to 
dis Word; and from the condition of his af- 
fairs at the time when His conceſſions were 
made. Our Secret Thoughts cannot be Known, 
with certainty, by any but God; but as far 
as actions can declare them, the King ſhew'd 
a fincere defire to give his People the utmoſt 
ſatisfaction and ſecurity. The famous Bill 
of Rights, which ought to have ſatisfy d 
them, was paſs d in the fourth of his Reign, 
. when his affairs were not ſuch as could force 
him to a compliance. 1 think the greateſt 
proof that can be given of the King's Sin- 
cerity was, his great readineſs to make con- 
ceſſions to his Parliament, when the Parlia- 
ment never would recede in the leaſt cir- 
cumſtance, from their demands upon him ; 
to truſt them with every thing, when they 
would truſt him with nothing. Conſcious of 
His own honeſt intentions, he was always 
willing to believe that by granting he might 
ſatisfy them; whereas he found by fatal ex- 
perience, that the more he granted, the more 
im portunate they grew for farther conceſſions. 
They made no other uſe of the bountiful- 
neſs of his nature, gay to make their _ 
| the 
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the more extravagant. To inftance in the 
very firſt conceſſion that he made, the Bill 
of Rights twas very natural to expect that 
ſuch an ample Security of their Rights 
would produce the deſir d Harmony between 
the King and his People: but the return which 
the Parliament made, was to make freſh Re- 
monſtrances, inſtead of ſhewing their gra- 
tude. This was the caſe between them, 
throughout his whole Reign, as I could de- 
monſtrate by an induction of particulars, but 
the hiſtory is too unpleaſant to dwell unne- 
ceſſarily upon. It is impoſſible for an honeſt 
Mind to read it without the utmoſt indigna- 
tion and pity. Their treatment of him was 
as barbarous, as it was undeſery'd ; but not 
more barbarous than the continued attempts, 

upon his Reputation. 'The Examiner does 
not come ſhort of any of them in malice, or 
falſe accuſation ; one or two inſtances of which 
I ſhall produce. | 
The repeated and continual VIOLATION of 
his Coronation. Oath, his paſſing the Bill of 
Rights, and owning all thoſe Rights to be 
3 and uſt, and thence CONFESSING that 
he had broken them all, Kc, The force of 
this Argument lies in the Title of the Bill. 
It is call'd the Bill of Rights, and from thence 
he argues that the King, in paſling it, ac- 
knowledged every part of it to have been 
the Right of the people before, and col ſe- 
* that all thoſe branches of * 

whic 


Fr 6 ug 
| Which he had ** d, and dy complain d 
of as breaches of — Rights, were illegal. 
But it does not follow, from the King's paſ- 
ſing a Bill which they thought fit to call a 
Petition of Right, that he meant to declare 
what was their Right before, but to ſettle 
the Limits of the Prerogative and the 
Peoples Rights, for the fature; which (as 
the Biſhop juſtly obſerv'd) had not been fo 
expreſly limited by Law before this Bill was 
enacted. - 
Nay, his violat ing hut very B it in id, 2 
its parts almoſt as ſoon as he ase it, &c. 
Nothing will ſatisfy this accuſer, unleſs he 
makes the King guilty of the higheſt Crimes, 
and of all Crimes: but the King was ſo far 
from violating this Bill in 40% its parts, al- 
moſt as ſoon as he had paſs'd it, that it does 
not appear he had violated it in any part. 
The caſe of Ship-Money was the great point, 
but the Judges gave their Opinion in favour 
of the King ; from whence we may infer thus 
much, at leaſt, that the King might think it 
His Right, even tho' we ſuppoſe the Judges 
partial in their Opinion, in hopes of pleaſing 
the King. Theſe two charges are to prove. 
wilful and habitual Perjury upon a Prince of 
as eminent Piety as ever fat upon the Throne. 
And as acts of Mercy were what this good 
King, like the Father of Mercies, took moſt 
delight in, they are endeavouring to deprive 
his Memory of the gory of that Godlike 


Diſ- 


be 
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| Diſpoſition, by aii to Tum; the greatel; 
erteilt. r 
The Examiner ay 85 "he! WAS even chung: 4 
| with the horrible, * in Ire lane 
is the vileſt attempt to murther the Cha- 
rater of the King, and the vileſt. methods 
were made. uſe > to accompliſh it; Offers 
5 great reward to tempt, and the ſevereſt 
uſage to force, people to charge it upon him, 
And 1 ell, afterwards Biſhop of 
Kilmore, deposd upon Oath, Aug. 22. 1642. 
* that they thought. it lawful to pretend 
whatever would advance their cauſe, ànd that 
in all Wars Rumours and Lyes ſerved many 
times to as good purpoſe as Arms, and that 
they would not diſclaim. any advantage; 
In which Opinion and Practice, the 2 
perfectly agrees with thoſe Re l 1A 
the proof that Bribery and Cruelty could — 
produce was, a pretended Commiſſion from 
the King; which, very Commiſſion was aſter- 
wards acknowledg'd to be a Forgery, drawn 
up by one who had been educated a Lawyer, 
with a Seal affix d to it, which one Harriſon 
took from an old Patent of the Lord Caul- 
field's found in the Caſtle of Charlemount, 
This was confeſs'd by Harriſon, and by Sir 
Phelem Oneal, and reſolutely perſiſted in, 
notwithſtanding the offers of Mercy which 
they made him at his Execution, upon the 
infamous terms of 3 accuſing the King. 
This 


* Borlace, Appendix, p. 126. 
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This the Examiner might have gent in Nak 
ſon's Collections, Vol. II. p. 528, 529, 330. 
But the Reader may ſee this whole affair 
examin d, and clear d beyond all poſſibility 
of contradiction, in a Quarto Pamphlet, call d, 
The Iriſh Maſſacre ſet in à clear Light, 
Printed for . George Strahan, at the Golden- 
Ball by the Rogal. Exchange, 1715. 
_ Having detected ſome of the many . 
miſrepreſentations, and palp able falſhoods of 
the Examiner, I ſhall give a ſhort abſtract 
of his notions from pt pailages in his 
FAN 
Euer Man (he fa ys) / ought to be 2205 * 
perfect liberty to join with any Church, or 
10 leave them wholly, or in part. Again, 
| Religion reſides wholly in the Soul, is the 
efetz of conviction only,. and can neuer be 
ſfubject to force. In theſe paſſages tis the 
Author's Deſign to ſhew- the unlawfulneſs of 
any Eſtabliſhment in Religion; but his obſer- 
vation, that Religion, being the effect of con- 
vickion, can never be ſubject to force, is no- 
thing to the purpoſe, ſince it is not the in- 
tention of the Eſtabliſhment to force 3 
to believe againſt conviction, but only to 
make certain Articles of Faith terms of Ex- 
ternal Communion; leaving them at the ſame 
time at liberty to refuſe conformity. y 
But concerning Creeds, he thinks it unlaw- 
ful for any Society to require any ſuch pro- 
feſſion of their Faith, as a term of Commu- 
nion. Since no & Men can pleaſe all "I 
| all 
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all frould be left at all coin to tale them, 


or reject them. In which Opinion he ftrikes. 

at the Toleration Act, as well as the Act of 

Uniformity, which requires the belief of cer- 

tain Articles of Faith as a qualification to teach 
in a ſeparate Congregation. 

Upon the ſame Principle, he fays, that 
Ceremonies, F they are about indifferent 
things, tis a ſhame to argue in their defence; 
and that whatever is not a part of Religion, 
ſhould be ſhut out of the Church. So that 
he argues here, not only againſt the impoſing 
of Ceremonies, but againſt the «/e- of han, 
ſince they ought to be ſbut out of the Church; 
and he gives "this reaſon for it, that they are 


no part of Religion: by Which he means 


that, Religion being only a perſonal thing 
between God and their own Conſciences, 
there is no need of any public, or external 
Worſhip. This is what he means when he 
talks of reſtoring Religion to its primitive 
Simplicity. After this, we need not wonder 
to hear him exclaim againſt Reverence for 
Sounds, (by which he means Forms of Conſe- 
crations) Colours, Habits, and the Holineſs 


of znanimate things. 


This Scheme of Irreligion tallies exactly 
with his Primitive Chriſtianity; where he 
ſtiles Sermons, Commentaries, Creeds, Cate- 
chiſms, publick Forms of Prayer, and even the 
Goſpel its ſelf a Cart-load of Ghoſtly Gheer. 
And for fear any body ſhould be ſo _— as 

to 


Re: (53). 
to imagine that he believes the Ola Tebement; © 
tho — disbelieves the New, he makes a Jeſt 

of God's. Viſiting the Iniquity of the Fa- 
thers upon the Children, contrary to the 
whole tenour of Scripture ; and he attempts 
to ſhew that the notion is irrational. But 
his Argument is too childiſh to deſerve any 

notice; and I mention it only as an inftance 
of his Infidelity. I would tell this Writer a 
Secret that might be of uſe to him, if there 
were any hopes that he would believe it. 
It is not prudent in him to attempt to give 
_ reaſons ; he had better keep to what he has 
been moſt us d to, and is moſt qualified for, 
giving abuſive language, and aſſerting things 
without offering to prove them. 
| 'Theſe being the Principles of the Exami- 
ner, we need not wonder to find him ſo 
angry with the Clergy, whole buſineſs it is to 
oppoſe them. As it is his Study and Endea- 
vour to deſtroy Religion, he muſt try to de- 
ſtroy thoſe who are employ d to ſupport it. 
Here lies the cauſe of their hatred, in their 
Infidelity, and not in the wiked Lives of the 
Clergy; for if they can find out a weak or 


| _— Clergyman, they'l be ſure to carels 
im. 


And as the eſtabliſhment of the Chana | 
of England is ſo great a means to preſerve 
the true Religion among us, they are per- 
petually planting all their Batteries againſt 
i. While 28 are 3 to attend ſome 

| place 


© 


" (683, 
place, of publick Worlhip, to hear publik 
Inſtructions, to join together i in the worſh 
of God, and in the participation of the 7. 
fecting Ordinances of Chriſtianity ; theſe things 
will preſerve in Men's Minds a ſerious Senſe. 


of God and their Duty : 


but if they are left, : 


as the Examiner would have them left, at 

perfect liberty whether they will perform any 

of theſe external acts of Religio n or no, the 

internal, his ee ſonal Religion, will ſoon 
i 


be extinguiſh” 
in himſelf. 


n * people, as it is already . 


Hence likewiſe it is, that he has FIG fuch ., 
2 prejudice againſt Biſhops, and affeQs to be 
fo concern'd about their ſpiritual duties which 
he thinks neglected by 
Parliament. The Buſineſs is, theſe Infidels . 
want to eject them out of the Houſe, as their 
Forefathers. did; well knowing that the 
Church of England, as an eſtabliſhment, will . 
foon follow them. For this reaſon they are 
fo diſturb d to find a good Underſtanding be- 
tween the Bench of Bzſhops, and his Majefty, 
which daſhes all their hopes of Succeſs, either 
upon the Church, or the Monarchy ; which 
are old Acquaintanc2; ; and when they ceaſe. 
to be intimate Friends and Allies, will ſoon 
be in a declining Condition, and not live long. 
Wherefore it is my Deſire, and Prayer, mg . 
God would keep them united, that they may 
live and flouriſh, in ſpight of Killa | 


and Free-thinkers, & 
5. ; 1 


their attendance in 
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The laſt Paragrap h in a pamphlet above 
8 cite; is ſo much to — an 1 I 
mall tranſeribe * . 
 « How came ſo many if Men in all 
4 Ages to think that there is ſomething in 
the frame and nature of Epiſcopal Govern- 
4 ment that is more ſuitable to Monarchy, 
ce than either the Presbyterian, or any other 
&« Scheme; and for what reaſon did re, moſt 
4 noted Commonwealths, when they re= 
„ form d from Popery, make Presbytery their 
Form of Church-Government ; and how 
« came it to paſs that there are fo few in- 
« ſtances'in the World in which Monarchy 
and Epiſcopacy are not Join d top ther? 
4 In our own Country we are ſure they roſe 
« and fell together; and if any future Prince 
© ſhall have the curioſity to try whether 
« Presbytery, when eſtabliſh d, will not prove 
c 'as good a ſupport to Monarchy, as Epiſs 
* copacy has been found to be, "will bea 


& very wanton experiment.” 5 
Theſe Writers affect to be thought great 
Friends to the Diſſenters, and to be mightily 
concern d for their Intereſt ; but I hope the 
Difſenters are wiſe enough to ſee thro' the 
deſign, and apprehend the conſequence. 
They want their aſſiſtance to pull down the 
Eſtabliſhment, and for that reaſon would be 
glad to create a miſundettandieg between the 


* 3 on Landes *. 5 


. — 


I Church, 


( 
Oburch, and tlie Separation ; which at pre- 
ſent are united in brotherly Charity, tho un- 
happily of different Communions. The Dif- 
{enters (many of them at leaſt) ſeem to be 
come off from their former rigid” Notions, 
and four Diſpoſitions. In God's name let 
tbem enjo 5 Hir own Religion and Wer- 
hip, while they enjoy them peaceably, 
without enyying — X Rabliſhment, or re- 
flecting upon it: And let them and ws join 
heartily againſt the common Enemies, againſt 
the D. aeetel of all Denominations. The 
preſent Government, beſides that his preſent 
Malefty has as good a right to the Crown as 
any wg his Predeceſſors had, is neceſſary: to 
the Security of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
am fully ſatisfy d that the preſervation of the 
Church of England is as eren to che Se- 
curity of his Throne. 
The Examiner ſays, he knows of: no- Fl 
Fidel Books beſides Mr. Woolſton's, who de- 
| ſerves to be ſent to Bedlam. What does he 
think of his own? He would be very forry, 
I dare ſay, if the Publick did not underſtand 
their true meaning and intention. If the Au- 
thor of Primitive Chriſtianity had not been 
deem'd an Inſidel, he would hardly have 
been thought to have written ſo well as to 
deſever ſuch a conſiderable Legacy. 
Ikxveterate as his hatred is towards Biſhops, 
he has — well of one 2 for _— 


d 


ſhould: > ways png godly merit of. eue 
Bene unlence, which is the true Spirit of 
Chriſtianity, the Glory, the Perfection of 
Man, as well as the moſt amiable Attribute 
of the Deity. Let Charity have her perfect 
Mort, and let his Zordſbip have what praiſe 
may be due to him. But let not Charity de 
ſtroy Religion, nor one Biſhop, be com pli- 
mented at the expence 'of all he reft. "The 
Love of God: is the Source and Spring 1 
our Love to our Neighbour; and to lo, 
Cod, is to leep his Commandments, to.obey 
- his poſitive -* Þpecepts, and obſcrye. his Inſt» 
tutious. If his Lordſhip be thought the ; 
Friend of Mankind, let not the Biſhop. of 
. Chicheſter be thought an Enemy to Mankind, 5 
for being a Friend to that Conſtitution which J 
— . pointed in the Church; for defend- Y 
— that Authority which be is obligd WES 
5 2 The Examiner expreſſes great con- 
tempt for his Lordſhip 8 Writings upon that 
Subject; but it is no more in his power to 
leſſen ales Character, than it is in the other 
Prelate's power, whatever his Abilities a Af, to 
confute them 
I here are two e which I cant not 
inſert in their proper place, becauſe the gu 
thor not having referr d to any Authority, I 
could not eaſily find the facts, tho I ſearch d 
2 for them in moſt of our Hiſtorians, "44 


— ww 


I 2 Did 


I to) 4 
* Du l A vithe'a Caubn, obhging"all 
2 Cler, 6g of SCOTLAND to fiecar to u £6: 
turgy which W 10 thin ae ll a 
; Jour afterwirds *: E MERE Ns 
This Canon was made, in Cotwocatien by 
| the Scotch: Biſhops and Clergy, Aun. 163 53 
asg he ſays, a year before the Le was mw 
liſh 250 and is as follows pts by | 
very Presbyter ſhatl either by him? : 
by us? fo ſen lawfully call, bind or 
Cauſe divine Service to be done, according tb 
the form of the Book of that Common Prayer, 
before all-Sermons ; and he 'ſball officiate 7 
the ſaid Book of Common Prayer in wi 7 
Offices, Parts, and Rubricks of it. IA 
\ "Theſeare'the words of the Canon. And is 
there in all this one Syllable about ſwearing to 
the uſe of the Liturgy fo long before it was 
known? Why the Canon was drawyn up ſo long 
before it was to take place, I neither know nor 
care, becauſe it is nothing to the purpoſe; but it 
could have no effect till the Liturgy; to which 
it related, was to be in uſe, But the main thing 
that concerns us at preſent, is, that the Canon 
ſays not a word about obliging the Elergy to 
| Swear, of which the Examiner has accusd 
the Convacation. | 
His other charge upon them is of as high 
a nature, and altogether as groundleſs. Did 
they not frame Oaths, with an &c. * no 
NA 


? & TER 20 
Examination, p. 20. 


+ Vid, Heylyn's Liſe of Laud, pb. 299. 
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* 7 b before the Re: er . N 0 

the Oath, and then he will be able to judge 
vhethe ene who. were toi take 


| — I Frm noting o b 1 105 
the ſtreſs of his Objedtion,.. 65 The Oath runs 


thus f. n | > | I'S. 


Doctrine, , Diſcipline, . or Government Liar 
bliſhed' in the Church of England, as contamr 


ing all things neceſſary. to Salvation; 3 ang | 


that I will. not endeavour & my ſelf 0 or any 
other directiy or indireftly to bring in 
 Popiſh Doctrine contrary to that which. 25 
gal ſbed..,. (Another proof that the 1 ꝗ— 
in that Reign did not 5 to mtroduge = 
Popery.) Nor, will I ever give my conſe 25 
Zo alter the. Government: f . this Church 

Archbiſbops, Biſhops, . Deans, and T7 
Deacons, $C.-'as it is n0w eſtab 100 4, 4d 45 
in right it ought to ſtand. Ss 

In all the Canons wade before. (vis. five) 
there was a particular enumeration of all the 
E perſons veſted with £ celeſs a/tical Juriſcliction; 
2 = is to . ie . Deans, 


Arch- 


"" e p. 20. 
+ This Oath was made in a Convocation of Eagi pits 
Ann; . Vid, Hey ga, Ar 444- 
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Perſom —— peculiar or exempt Jute ictiona 


Which having epeated diſtinctiy and 
particularly in duch of thy the Canons as were 
Arſt made, was, in the fitſt drawing up of the 
Oath, for avoiding of a Tautology ſo oſten 
repeated pits; out off here with G. but 
with an intention, nevertheleſs, to make tlie 
enumeration perfect, and to fill up the & r. 
But the diſturbances raiſed by the people 
chreatning their ſafety, the Convocation fi- 
-niſh'd their buſineſs in a hurry; and ns. van 

= doit. Which I mention only toſhew:that-t 

wn” did not intend to have it o, and not becauſ | 

"i J think the c. of any conſequence as it. 
ſtands in that part of the Oath; the meaning 
of it being abſolutely fix'd and reſtrain d by 

the following (clauſe, as it ſtands: now eſta- 

- bliſh'd, and 4. of right it ought to ſtand. 80 
that in the cõfſtruction of the Text the &c. is 
an impertineney; for being left , it benifics 
nothing, by reaſon of the ing 
and being left out, the Senſe is currant and 
compleat without. The &c. could relate 
only to the Remainder of the perſons veſted 
with Eccleſiaſtirul Furiſdiction, and if there 

had been fewer of them, or none of them, 

we enumerated, ſtill the v cata as it ſtands now 

10 'F ſſtabliſb d, would have included. al ſuch, and 


confin d it to ſuch only as by the Eſtabliſb- 
ment are veſted with E eue * 8 


tion. 1 


I any Gee were 6 dars de Be- 
aminer of Her j ury in open Curt, and when 
he came to prove the Indictment it ſhould ” 
Pear plainly, that it was a malicious P 
cution, unſupported by any Evidence, he 
would demand a Copy of his Indictment, 
and would recover large Damages of the Pro- 
ſecutor for ſuch an Attempt to defame him. 
But the Examiner has charg'd the Emgiiſb 
Clergy with being guilty of: Perjury Them. 
- ſelves," for he has charg'd them with 
_ denying the King's * Supremacy, tho I have 
prov d from their publick Acts of Convo- : 
cation, that they openly aſſerted it in plan | 
Terms; and the . Clergy with be- 
ing wilfully acceſſary to that Crime in _— 3 A 
he has farther charged them with Popery, | 
with preaching \ away Liberty under all: the 
Stuarts r; has charg'd all Clergymen, every 
- where, with being a Diſcredit to Region 4, 
by their ill Lives, and living as if they did 
not believe a God ; he has brought alli theſe 
Charges in the moſt publick manner; and 
has not offer d to n the leaſt Evidence 
4 to make it god. „ 91 vi 
-  T ſhall conclude therefore with. appealing 
to the World, Whether, if this open Accuſer 
neither makes -publick Proof, nor a publick | 
| Recantation, he ought not to be 4 — = 
* all Mankind? ; 


* Examination, pag. 24. Examination, * . | 
t Examination, pag. 58. | 
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